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The
MICHIGAN CENTER for TRUCK SAFETY

is funded by the
Michigan Truck Safety Commission

and financed with truck safety funds
administered through the 

Office of Highway Safety Planning. 
The Center is operated through a grant to 

the Michigan Trucking Association 
Educational Center, Inc. (MTA) 



Part 392 Equipment, Inspection 
and Use

No CMV shall be driven unless the 
driver is satisfied that the CMV’s 
equipment is in good working order.



Required Driver Inspections

Pre-trip Inspection: FMCSR 392.7, 
392.8 and 396.13

Cargo Inspection (enroute): FMCSR 
292.9

Post-trip inspection: FMCSR 396.11 



Required Equipment to be Inspected

 Service brakes
 Parking brake
 Steering
 Lighting
 Reflectors
 Tires
 Horn
 Windshield

 Wipers and 
Washers

 Mirrors
 Coupling devices
 Wheels and rims
 Emergency 

equipment



Part 393
Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe 

Operation

Every CMV must be equipped with 
certain standard equipment.

Other equipment or accessories are 
permitted only if these items do not 
decrease the safety of the vehicle.



Method of Inspection

You should do a 
vehicle 
inspection the 
same way each 
time.

Follow a guide or 
check list.



Step 1
Review Last Inspection Report

 Every driver is 
required to conduct a 
post trip inspection at 
the end of each 
driving day. Non-CDL 
vehicles Intrastate 
Exempt.

 A written inspection 
report is only required 
if a defect is found.



Approaching the Vehicle

Notice condition
Vehicle damage
Leaks
Check the area around the vehicle 

for hazards to vehicle movement.



Step 2
Check Engine Compartment

Check that the 
parking brakes 
are on and that 
the wheels are 
chocked.



Check

Engine oil level
Coolant level and hose condition
Windshield washer fluid
Power steering fluid level and hoses
Battery fluid level, connections and 

tie-downs
Transmission fluid (automatic only)



Check

Belts for tightness and wear
Leaks in the engine compartment.
Electrical wiring for wear and loose 

connections.
Lower and secure hood.



Step 3
Inspect inside the cab



Get in and Start the Engine

Make sure parking brake is on
Put gearshift in neutral or park
Start engine, listen for unusual 

noises.



Check Gages

Oil pressure
Air pressure should build from 50 to 

90 psi within 3 min.
Ammeter and voltmeter
Coolant temperature
Engine oil temperature
Warning lights and buzzers



Check Condition of Controls for 
Looseness, Sticking, Damage

Steering wheel
Clutch
Accelerator
Brake controls (foot, trailer, parking)
Transmission
Differential lock (if equipped)
Horn



Check Condition of Controls

Wipers and washers
Lights (headlights, dimmer switch, 

turn signals, 4-way flashers, parking, 
clearance, ID and marker)



Lights

All required lamps must light on 
request at an inspection and must 
light when required.

All lamps must be securely and 
permanently mounted.

All stop lamps on a CMV must 
activate when the brakes are 
applied.



Check Mirrors and Windshield

Cracks
Dirt
 Illegal stickers or other vision 

obstructions.
Clean and adjust as necessary.



Check Emergency Equipment

Spare electrical fuses
3 red reflective triangles or flares
Properly charged and rated fire 

extinguisher.
Check optional items required by 

carrier.



Step 4
Turn Off Engine and Check Lights

 Set parking brakes
 Turn on headlights 

and emergency 
flashers

 Get out of vehicle 
and conduct a 
walk-around 
inspection



Step 5
Conduct a Walk-around Inspection

Check front of 
vehicle and 
check that low 
beams are on 
and both 
emergency 
flashers are 
working.



Conducting a Walk-Around

Push the dimmer switch and check 
that high beams work

Turn off headlights and emergency 
flashers

Turn on parking , clearance, side-
marker and identification lights.

Turn right-turn signal and start walk-
around inspection



General

Walk around and inspect the vehicle

Clean all light, reflectors and glass as 
you go along.



Left Front Side

Driver’s door glass 
Door latches
Condition of wheels and rims (bent, 

broken, missing or loose lugs or 
studs)

Condition of tires (inflations, cuts, 
bulges, exposed cords, tread depth)

Hub oil level.



Left Front Suspension

Condition of springs, hangers and U-
bolts.

Condition of Shock absorber (loose, 
broken, leaking fluid)



Left Front Brake

Condition of drum or disk

Condition of hoses
Brake Chambers
Slack Adjusters



Front
Check

Condition of front axle
Steering system (loose, work bent 

parts, excessive play)
Windshield (clean, damage, wiper 

arms spring tension, worn out or 
damaged blades obstructed view)



Front Lights and Reflectors

Parking, clearance and ID lights
Reflectors
Right front turn signal
Headlights



Right Side of Cab

Right front: Check all items as done 
on left front

Safety cab locks (cab over)
Right fuel tank
Condition of visible parts: engine, 

transmission, exhaust, frame and 
cross members



Left Side of Cab

Check items checked on right side.
Batteries: securement, cover, cables, 

condition.



Behind Cab

Fuel tanks
Lights & 

Reflectors
Driveshaft
Exhaust
Wheels & rims
Suspension
Brakes



Front of Trailer

Trailer nose 
supports

Air and electrical 
lines

Lights and 
reflectors

5th

Wheel/kingpin



Side of Trailer

Landing gear
Spare Tire
Lights/reflectors
Frame/body



Trailer Wheels

Wheels
Tires
Suspension
Brakes



Rear of Trailer

Lights & 
reflectors

Mud flaps
Rear end 

protection
Cargo 

Securement



Cargo Securement 

Cargo is properly blocked, braced, 
secure.

Tie downs meet requirements of 
FMCSR.

Loads that will blow or spill tarped
Specific securement by commodity 

type per 393.116 – 393.136



Brakes

All CMV’s must be equipped with:

A Service brake system.
A Parking brake system.
An emergency brake system.



Get in Vehicle

Turn off lights not needed for driving
Check all required papers, trip 

manifests, permits, etc.
Secure all loose items in cab



Step 7
Start the Engine and Check

Test for hydraulic brake leaks (non-
air brakes)

Check air brake warning system and 
pressure gages. 



Brakes on All Wheels

Every CMV must  be equipped with 
brakes acting on all wheels except:

Trucks and truck tractors with 3 or 
more axles manufactured before 
7/25/80.

Vehicles being towed in a driveaway-
towaway operation.



Test Parking Brakes

Fasten your seat belt
Allow vehicle to move forward slowly
Apply parking brake
 If parking brake fails and does not 

stop vehicle, get it fixed



Test Service Brake Stopping 
Action

Get vehicle up to 5 mph
Push brake pedal firmly
Check for air pressure leaks
Check for unequal braking action
Check for delayed stopping action



Straight Truck Inspection



CVSA Road Inspection

Level 1 Full 
Inspection

Level 2 Walk 
around

Level 3 Driver 
only



North American Standard



Post Trip Inspection Must 
Include

Service brakes
Parking brake
Steering
Lighting
Tires
Horn
Windshield 

Wipers/washers

Mirrors
Coupling devices
Wheels and rims
Emergency 

equipment.



Part 396 Periodic Inspection

Every CMV is required to receive a 
periodic inspection every 12 months.

Carriers may perform required 
annual inspection themselves.

A copy of the inspection report or 
inspection sticker must be kept on 
the vehicle.



Periodic Inspection

The original or a 
copy of the 
inspection report 
must be retained 
by the carrier for 
14 months from 
the report date.



Exemption From Periodic 
Inspection

Commercial Motor Vehicles that 
operate only in the state of Michigan 
(intrastate) and do not require a CDL 
to operate them are exempt from the 
Periodic (annual) Inspection.



Maintenance Schedule

A motor carrier must have a written 
maintenance schedule for each 
vehicle operated (including trailers) 
outlining routine vehicle maintenance 
and the due dates for each type of 
maintenance.



Vehicle Maintenance Records

Carriers must maintain vehicle 
records for each vehicle (including 
trailers) under the carriers control.



Records Must:
 Identify the vehicle
 Identify the nature and due dates for inspection 

and maintenance.
 Indicate dates maintenance and repairs 

performed.
 Be maintained for one year and for 6 months 

after the vehicle leaves the carrier’s control.



Exemption
 Michigan motor carriers operating non-

CDL CMVs solely in Michigan intrastate are 
exempted from the periodic, pre-trip and 
post-trip inspections as well as the 
recordkeeping requirements under FMCSR 
396.

 Carriers must continue to comply with the 
inspection and maintenance requirements 
contained in FMCSR Parts 392 and 393.



Questions ?
 Toll Free:
800 682-4682

www.truckingsafety.org

E-mail:
info@truckingsafety.org

http://www.truckingsafety.org/
mailto:info@truckingsafety.org
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